
a gequindy h m m t i c  body mpable ot unifpfrrg and lea& 
ing the struggles of the Amerian Jew& .. . ." 1 f t i 1 )  

-We can implement +is -am if wk + the initiativh 
in promoting and o q p h h g  mass mwtapents and 
h.om Mow-in the shop& m o r p i d i m s  and aommet 
ties., An important action on this h n t  f the hmdiug  oftmi 
~ m o t s . m w e m e n t  by the American J&hb h b m  G o d b  
and the Jewish People's Fraternd Order to mdaw adkh 
Semitism by federal and state legislation. Such a t 

an draw into active struggle unions, lotiitma*?& . .. . 
t e r d ,  dnual,  youth, veterans', and women's 
such a movement om exert strong prraaore fa='- 
of national and state legblation Bgninst anti-Semitism, * 
project the fight against anti-Semitism as an .imprtant 
for the 1948 elections. IIUII 

Joint actions of vwioua national p u p s  and miaorit&d 
nation and for equal rights, have become frosriible and she* 
together with the Negro people, in the fight against dha5dd 
be .en- ugum immediately in many cities and commmb~ 
 ti^. Nor &odd we oveplmk the Wibility .of such joint1 
action on a national d e .  r m i  

Iulq . 
I L 0 9  

2. PALESTINE 

The decision to eatabbh two indepdent and 
sates in Pal&tine-a Jewish and aa b b  s t l t e i s  an even#* 
great histork signi6ca= This decision has laid the bash &E 
a dammatic wlution in the hterests of both peoples and b 
world peace and demoaacy. This decision is primarily 
ta the efEwrts of the Soviet UnIon, the new demockacy of -1 
l a d  and to the apement between the Soviet Union and @ 
United States. 3 ~ ~ 1 .  

For the Jerrrish people this decision la a historic swp.tow- 
the reahtkn of a dream of dentufies. It sigdfw that-daaa 
e v e  form of the world, headed' by the W e t  Unilrnpi 
are actively-promoting the dizatim $f the national 
tiom of lmge s~dona d the:JmhhLpeaple to atdshlw~q 
JePPish rtatt in Paieatiae Bur, must also m q g n b  kbbb 
while Udted States' mpport:= oie -df the d e d h  'M . .I 



in the decision, American @icy may yet prove a serious 
obstacle to the implementation and realization of that de- 
cision. American policy m y  yet become an obstade to the 
establishment of an indepe taht  Jewish s t a t e  free of all 
foreign imperialist domination. Amerizan policy seriously 
interferes with the ability of the Jewish state to kcome truly 
demoaatic and to follow a consistent policy of peace and 
collaboration with the Arab state. 
For Amerimn support of the United Nations partition 

plan is motivated, in addition to internal political consider-a- 
tiom, by the inner imperialist rivalries between h e  Uniterl 
States and Great Britain for control and influence in the 
Middle East and in the Mediterranean. In that region, as in 
other parts of the world, Wall Street is trying to meate em- 
nomic, political and military bases to be used against the 
full independence arid development of the projected Jewish 
and Arab states and against the whole anti-imperialist camp 
headed by the Soviet Union. American imperialism will try 
to make the Jewish state its puppet and to exploit and op- 
press the Jewish people in the interests of Wall Street. Amer- 
ican and British imperialism together will try to intensify and 
prolong friction between Arabs and Jews and to obstruct the 
economic unity and the politicaI co-operation of the two 
states. 

To guard against this danger to the Palestine Yishuv aotl 
to the Jewish people as a whole, we must be on the alert 
against the dangerous theory of reactionary cirdes in the 
Zionist movement that the Yhkuv and the Jewish peopIe 
everywhere should orient their ' policy towards the "West" 
(read, imperialists). Need we be reminded that the "West" 

failed to protect our people h m  HitIer-in fact, cold-blood- 
edly abandoned us to Hitler, during the rise and fall of Nazi- 
fascism, and that it was the "East," the Soviet Union, which 
protected and saved millions of our p p l e  from extermina- 
tion? Great Britain, the stronpt power in westem Eumpe, 
is the imperialist exploiter and oppremr of the Y i s h w  It is 
the power that now offers one of the greatat and most d m -  ' 
gerous obstacles to the realization of the United Nations 
decision for a Jewish state. The other major western power, 
the United States, which is now the world center of reaction, 

go 



The hard fact 

tween the Jewish and Arab states, md d the co-opmation of 
the Jewish state with the anti-imwrialit, demoaatic mnp in 
the United Natioxu and in the world. 

We mwit therefore demand and fight for the qukhtk +: 



sible implementation of the United Nations decision. We 
must demaud: 

. That the Security Council of the United Nations take lull 
charge of the Palatine situation and assume direct respon- 
sibility for implementing the decision of the General As- L i 
rsembl y; 

That the Senuity Council call upon the British administra- 
a; 1 

tion in Palestine to cease interfering with and hampering 
the defense actions of the Jewish community; 

That the Security Council call upon all member nations 
to take all necessary measures to prevmt shipments of arms 
and munitions from their respective countries to those Arab 
groups and antries that are attacking the Jewish commu- ,. 
nity and are fighting against the Palatine decision of the 
United Nations; 

That the Security Council. take a11 necemq measures to . 
arm the Jewish community, which shall carry on its defense = ' . actions under the supervision of the Security Council- 
We must demand of the American government the imme- - 

diate lifting of the embaqo upon the shipment of a r m s  to 
the Jewish Yisfitsv. 
In the wake of the United Nations decision, old divisions 

and alignments-for or against a Jewish staware gradually 
losing all significance. A new alignment of social and political 
forces must take place in Jewish life everywhere on the issues 
arising horn the smuggle to create the Jewish state. This new . 
alignment wiU heIp to consolidate all demomatic and anti- 
imperialist form in the fight for the full implementation of 
the United Nations decision. This realignment will  also in- 
fluence the policies of demoaatic and Left form in the Zion- = 
ist movement, in Palestine a well m in the United States, 
and wiIl move them toward the anti-imperialist and demo- , 
mtic camp. 
To summarize our main analysis and conclusions: 
The historic decision of the United Nations on PaIerstine 

became possible in the present period because of the follow- 
ing factors. Fht,  the existence, vitality and just national 
demands of the Jewish community in Palatine, which is 
growing into nationhod and becoming an important politi- 
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c d  factor in the Near Eat. Secondly, the favorable inter- 
nationaI eituation. 

But ye  distinguish between the two ?uditative.ly dikrent 
components of the favorable intamatmrnl situatioa The 
h t  component is the tremendoudy hawed moral and 
poIitica1 authority of the Soviet Union in world dWs due 
to its decisive part in defeating the hidat enemy in the war. 
And together with thL. the riK of the new demot3ades of 
E m p c  and of the general s t t w g t h  of the anti-imperialist 

i camp. In the United Nations this camp, headed by the M t  
Union, has played a decisive part in the M s i w  ePr a'jlewish 
state. 

o& camponen* is the great veakeninq ot ~ t i r h  
imperialism, tbe inaeased strength of Amesic;aa m p i a l k  

I the rivahy between them, as we1 as their desire to a e  
against the red independence of the Arab and JM and 
against the anti-imperidht camp headed by the Soviet Union. . 

I These factors plus internal political considerations p d u d  
. . United Statee' acceptan= of the Soviet compromise oE& €ur 

t& setting up of the two new atates in Palestine. 
We must keep ?hex faas dearly before the ega of our 

peopk. Only then wiU they fully realhe who are the real 
£riends of the projected Jewish state and of the Jewish pop& 
in general. Only then wilI the masm of o w  'people under- 
s b d  fully the nm &gem now threatening the realization 
. of the Jewish state--the dangers coming from American and 
British imperiahn 

3. BIROBlDJAN AND P o r n  
Our struggle for an independent Javiah state in Palestine 

will not rlimininh, but will make stmnger our interest -and 
activity in the upbuilding of the Jewish Autonomws Region 

, in Birobidjar~ The gmwth of Birobidjan as the Soviet home- 
land of a developing sodfit Jewish nation is of deep &- 
nifiane to the Jd p p l e  throughout the world. 

The Soviet Jews are manifesting increased # e ~  ' rion 
to b d d  up Birobidjan. In the current year organized sad 
systematic immigration of Soviet Jews co the Jewish Au- 
mous Region has proceeded. The Swiet government and dl 
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inspiring anZm06~&?n~ the masses for a pmgmsive Jewish 
life. - 
Z)ota thir mean that w e  relinquish cu l t4  standards? 

Should we be content with little-in ideology, in d content, 
in artistic value--= we have not achieved more? By no 
means. ' We shall fight for a culture that realizes its main 
functions. We &all 6ght for our ideologid and artistic stand- 
ards in culture. But we shall do so by serving and helping to 
guide present-day progressive Jewish cuIture with all its un- 
evenness and inadequq. Thus our standards will help the 

. c u I t d  w o r b  to &ove fomard more rapidly and con- 
sciously toward the compkte fulfillment of their role of 
i m p h  and g u i h  fox a progrerssive Jewish life. 

5. CERTAIN JDE0UH;IW QUESTIONS 
REGARDING ZIONISM 

Recent events with regard to Palestine have once again 
r- brought to the fore certain ideological questions on Zionism. 

It has been aswrted that Communist support for the esestab- 
lishment of a jewhh state in Palestine became possible only 

R 
through a departure fmm Manrism on the Jewish question 
and the consequent adoption of some Zionist ideas. ' 

Some Zionist leaders welcome this "departure" from Marx- 
ism because thev hold that Marxism is therebv weakened and 
2ioniL streng&nd At rhe same time certaih Marxists, tm, 
disapprove tlija "departure'" because they, too, believe that it 
weakens Mariimn and streng&ens Zionism. This +misconcep 
tion was advanced especially by certain Zionist writers follow- 
ing the famous Gromyko speech to the United Nations in 
May, 1947, which proposed the atablishment of one dual 
rewish-Arab state in Palestine or, if this should prove im- 
k i b ~ e ,  the consideration of establishing two separate inde- 
pendent and democratic states. In this declaration of Soviet 
plicy, Gromyko, according to certain Zionists, was supposed 
to have abandoned the Marxist position on the national and 
Jewish quatiom. 

In November, 1946, the Communist Party issued a rerolu- 
tion an Jew& work which dearly demonstrated that the 
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We couId not a e p t  the Biltmore 
the legitimate national rights of the 

Palestine ~~d 
for all munuieg. 
land in Palestine 

developed by fRnin and S t a h  Su& an approach is hem- 
, patible with the bourgeois natim&&, ideolugy of Zionism. 

For Marxists hold that "the final comple* and permanent 
solution of the Jewish question will be attained only under 

' C  
s~~ on the basis of the pripciples hu la ted .by  h i n  
and Sraiin and as developed in the Soviet Union*s ~ I u t i o n  - 
of the national question" (ResoIntion on the J h h  QUeSti~n, 
' Political Afairs, November, 1946, pge  I 037). 

ILl - The poLiep of dewloping Jewish statehood in Bmbidjan 
-bears directlv and intimately on wherhm or not Mmxim is 
compatible with Jewish statehood. Allow me ta quote horn 
my artide dealing with this quation in the July, 1gpyl h u e  
of Political Afluis. I stated then: - 

. . . When .the Soviet Government pmdgated in , 
lggq the famous decree for eetabhhhg Birobidjan w. a 
J e d h  Autonomous Reghq &dink cxphind that &' 

I p u r p  was to create a Jewish state unit, Jmhh 

kv lg 

m 



, hood, for the economic and cultural devdopmmt of a 
Jewish nationality. Not only did this constitute po de- .. , 
part- fmm Ma* but, on the contrary, i r  was the . i d  
development of Marxism applied to the solution of the 
Jewish question in the conmete circumtances of the 
Soviet Union. It follows inevitably from Stalin's and 
from the entire Marxist-Lenintt policy of the Swiet 
government on this question; 

And further: 

This proves conclusively that there is no mntradic- 
tion in principle between Marxism and the idea d a 
Jewish state. It dso proves that Marxists brought forth 
and supported the idea of a Jewish state when the 
objective conditions became ripe for it, when popes-  
siwe forces had made their appearance on the historic 
stage interested in and capabk of realizing the aspira- 
tions of large sections of the Jewirh people for a ]wish 
state. This is what happened in the Swiet Union with 
regard to Birobidjan, This is what prompted Mamists 
in the recent period to raise the question of Jewish 
statehood and of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

Some people still labor under the misapprehension that 
Lenin and Stalin oppmxd a Jewish state in principle and that 
thq shared the opportunist and bourgeois nationalist views 

' of the socialdemoc~atic Jewish "Bund in old Russia on tbis 
quation; Nothing can be farther horn the truth, To quote 

- again from the same article: 

3 :  . It was Stalin, in his poIemia with the "Bund" in 
I 

I - rgtg and in other writings, who bhted and demon- I strated scientifically that a peopk cannot live a normal 
and Ed$ national lifecannot be a single nation-il it 
does not have a common territory, one national econ- 
omy, Ianguage and d t u r e .  Stalin was speaking about 
the Jewish peopIe. This meant two things. Fht ,  the 
Jewish people annot act as a single nation, much as 
they may desire if. Second, in the ahnce  of a Jewish 
community anywhere on earth growing into nation- 
h d ,  the Zionist policies for a Jewish state at that time 
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(19 13) were not only utopian but pmhmdly reaction- 
ary &ce no pragrdve foras of any sort were then 
present in the objective situation interaced in and 
capable d realizing tht dream of o Jewish ata te  It is 
still m e  today that the Zionist ooncqtion &at the 
Jews of all lands constitute one single nation is of a 
bourgeois nationalist character. 

From this it is clear that we make no claim thrtt Marxists 
always posed the question of Jewish statehood in the same way 

I 
or that they have dwap favored a policy of struggle for a 
Jewish state. 

Marxist opposition to Zionbm was different in Wplc 
from rhat of the "Bund." For the latter proceeded on the 
fallacious assumption that it is possible to create a Jewish 
nation without a common territory and national emnomy. 
Soviet Mamists, on the contrary, realized that it was im- 
pmsible to aeate a Jewish nation without a common territory 
and national economy. Thus, when it bemm pwraible to $et 
aside a common territory to be settled by Soviet Jews and for 
the development of a Jewish national economy and cuIture 

- {national in. form, sacialist in content), the Swiet Marxists 
projected a Soviet Jewish $$ate and nation in Birobidjan. 
From the same basic Marxist point of view we must approach 
the question of Jewish stat&& in Palestine. 

Fundamental changeg have occurred in the internal and 
extmal position of Palestine and its peoples. Fuudamental 
&mga have taken place in the general life of the Jewish ' people in the capitalist world during the a d d  period of 
the rise and fall of Hider fascism. Failure of the Western 
world to protect the Jews frum Nazi extermination and the 
tragic lags of a third of our people at the hands of the fascists 
duxing World War U. have made the old dream of a Je* 
state in Palestine the aspiration of wide mstsses of our people. 
Most important and decisive is the fact that during the same ' 

period a vital Jewish community developing into nationhood 
grew up in Palestine. Furthermore, certain chmgm took place 
in the international situation following World War 1-1 *hi& 
aeated favorable conditions for the realization of Javish m- 
tional aspirations in Palestine. Imperialist Britain wmkeaed, 
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American imperiahm grew in strength, and the rivahy be- 
tween them in the Middle East, as in the rest of the world, 
was intensi6ed. This rivalry is one basic factor in the new 
situation, More fundamental, however, is the increased pres- 
tige and strength of the demoaatic and anti-imperialist a m p  
headed by tbe Soviet Union, deriving from their decisive role 
in defeating the fascist memy. A democratic realization of 
Jewish aspirations bas therefore b e m e  possible. 

Coqumt ly ,  and in full accord with their fundamental 
mition on the national question, the Marxists r a i d  the 
question of Jewish statehood in Palestine. They raised it in 
the most democraa most desirable and, in the long run, 
most durable form-in the form of one dual Jewish-Arab 
independent and demoaatic state in Palestine. They also 
indiated that, if deterioration of Jewish-Arab rdations had 
made the proposal for a common state impractid at this 
time, it might then be necessary to consider the establishment 
of two separate and independent states. 

As we know, conditions did make it necessary to decide in 
favor of two separate states. The projected separate states 
were 'of c o w  entirely different from the. many pattition 
schema contempIated by British and American imperialism. 
The United Nations pIan d l e d  for two independwt and 
demoaatic states with economic unity between them. 

It is important to realize that the major responsibility for 
the further deterioration of Arab-Jewish relations lxtween the 
historic Gromyko declaration in May and the United Nations 
decision in December, 1947, rests with British and American 
imperialism, effectively aided by Atgb and Jewish reaction- 
aries inside and outside of Palestine. 

It should also be noted that the demomatic and anti- 
imperialist form, among both the Jews and Arabs, bear their 
own responsibait y for the inadequate struggle for h b -  Jewish 
unity and for a dual, demomatic ArabJewish state of two 
equal peoplet~ , 

Now there are some who maintain that by agreeing to the 
partition of Pdatine, Marxists have once again departed 
from Marxi~m, have abandoned their proposal for one Jewish- 

, Arab state and have accepted something advocated by Zion- 
ism. But hem, too, fancy has won over fact. For die truth is 
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cisely to the degree to w 

to the firm and irrevocable establishment end real 

fraudulent 'inde 

the Jewish and Arab reactionary hrces" (Political 
Nov., 1946, page 1089). It is now even clearer than ever that- 
Mamist opposition to the imperialist schemes for partition 
of Palestine and for a United Nations solution was o r r e c ~  

This fight was carried on by the anti-imperialist forces 
despite opposition from mactionaay Zionist circles. The fqht 
was effective because it helped to prevent the carrying out of 
Anglo-American imperialist schema and f o r d  the issue into 
the United Nations. ,The democratic forces headed by the 
Soviet Union were thus afxorded an opportunity to praject 
and work for a democratic solution. 

The United Nations decision, which &moved British andlor 
Angl~American imperialism from exdusive jurisdiction over 
Palestine, meated conditions for the democratic states to 
influenee thk dmomatic im$lemmtation 01 the partition . ddsion. We should note at this p in t  that official Zionist - 

policy was opposed to bringing the h u e  of Palestine to the 
United Nations. 

It is therefore clear that in their fight for Jewish statehood, - for an Arab-Jewish state, or for two separate independent 
democratic states as decided'by the United Nations, Marx- 

,q igts did not have to depart from Marxism on the nationjtl-and 
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Jewisb questions. It is dear that the Marxist position in sup 
port of a Jewish state in PaIestine did na derive from the 
acceptance of any Zionbt ideological elements. On the con- 
trary, the position of the Mamists was developed it$ arcorti 
with chnging conditions and constitutes the application of 
Mamism-Leninism to the solution of the Jewish (and Arab}, 
quation in Palestine. Marxists have dhqgdshed in the past 
and will continue to distinguish between the living reality of 
Jewish nationhood in Palestine, and therefore of the fulfill- 
ment of their right to self-determination, and Zionism as a 
political. philosophy--a bourgeois-nationalist ideology incom- 
patible with M a d m ~  

Zioninm and the New Aligmment in S-e for 
the Jd State 

Some Zionisre claim that the United Nations decision was a 
ttiumph .for Zionism, even as a private victory for the Zionist 
parties. And, I am s q r y  to say, some mnfused progressive non- 
Zionists axe impressed by this chatter. 

Fortunately, the masses of the Jewish people, induding the 
bulk of the Zionists and many of their leaders, do not h e  
this misconception. The m s  of our people m i d w  the 
United Nations decision a triumph of justice and truth, The 
masses of our people acclaim the United Nations decision as 
opening the way to the realization of Jewish national aspira- 
tions. They do not consider it a triumph of one parhdar 
Jewish political movement or party, e v p  though many Jews 
grant Zionism considerable recognition for the U.M, decision. 

The time has long passed when many, indu* some 
American-Jewish Marxists, identified the Jewish Yishuv and 
the idea of Jewish statehood in Palestine with Zionbt ideology 
and its pol i t id  program. Some people concluded that one 
could not favor Jewish statehood in Palestine, without sup 
potting Zionism; or, conversely, if one were opposed to Zion- 
ism, that one would be obliged to oppose Jewish s tatehd 
in Palestine. This enoneous~ identification of Jewish statehood 
with Zionism was responsibIe-for many past mrs ~f American 
Jewish Communists on the Palestine question, and has been 
e x p d  and criticized in the Party resolution of 1946. 

The central objective of polit id Zionism has been b 



B establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. But this objective 
was not confined to the Zionist parties, It was an aspiration 
and a dream of large maws of m q  peopfe. By incorporating 
this aspiration into a pbtitid platf- the Zionist movement 
undoubtedly played an i m p t  part in the w e n d  emer- 
gence of a national J+ oommuniq in Palestine. 80 one 
would question that the Zionist mwement ha become over 
the years an important factor in Jewish We.. 

But it is demonstrable that of6dal Zioriise @cia have 
dways been oriented on imperialism and reaction. 
The bourgeois-nationfit and chauvinist idealw a~d,di- 

cia1 policies of Zionism in relation to the k a ? ~  ph 
an important role in intensifying national temivn, p+ C 

, by British imperhhm and aided by the Arab reactionary 
nationalists. Zionist policy has alwap insisted on the 
tion of the Diaspora," Le., that Jewish life in all c6d .w  
outside of Palestine is doomed. This t h q ,  which is an in- ' 

, t-1 part of basic Zionist phitomphy to this wry day, a- 
hibits a complete contempt for tbe achiwementa and M t y  . of many Jew& communities throughout the world. It 'has 
proven utopian and reactionary, as is evidenced by the Jewish 
mmmunities in the Soviet Union and Birobidjan in pnh- 
la,  in the United States, Polrtnd, elc This theory has also 

, had the efFect of e s m q h g  from the Yisharv large: d w s  
, pf our people ia many larmda 

The, bowpis-nationalist ideology of Zionism has aImp 
tehdea to cultivate among Jewish w o r k  and the Jewish 
masses generally, trends toward separation from the Iabm and 
progressive forces of their respective countries and from other 
peoples. Such trends play into the hands of reaction and 'anti. 
Semitism and militate against the struggle of our people f a  
equal rights and for survival everywhere, induding P d m h .  

Zionism as a politid movement worked for the ~tablhh- 
mmt of a Jewish state in Palestine. It thus contributed to 
the emergence of the Jewish Yishw, whose existwoe in tam 
made neewry a& poaible the United Nations de.&ofl.'But 
'Zionism also bears a heavy responsibility for-many of the 
dii&dtia which now ~0&nt !he realization of this &&an. 
Zionism is In part responsible for the deterioration of JewW- 
Arab relations, h a u s e  of its f d w e  to break with imperhlib 
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and join hands with the anti-imperialist, democratic forces 
of the world, which are the most dependable allies of our 
people for the realization of the Jewish state. 

Now that concrete prospens have opened for the realimion 
of a Jewish state, Jewish opinion all over the world is in fer- 
mar. Within the Zionist movement democratic elements 
realize'that the m t a b b e n t  and sakguarding of the Jewish 
state demand a firm alliance with the anti-imperialist form 
of the world. 

This process will continue. Th$ is a healthy manifestation 
and one that we mast encourage. For there is need for a 
powerful united movement of Zionists and non-Zionists to 
bring to fruition the establishment and independence oi the  
Jd state. The development oE anti-imperialist unity ol 
our people everywhere is imperative for the survival and 
flourishing d our people. Welded to the - overall demomatic, 
anti-imperialist strug-gle of the American people as a whole, 
this line of struggle can assure the eradication of fascism, and 
the securing of a durable peace, equality, economic security 
and democracy. 

6. TEE NATIONAL COMIMISSION FOR 
*H worn 

The National Jewish Commission of the Communist Party 
in its d v e  months of existence, has realized some significant 
objectives fomulated in the Party's resolution on Jewish 
work. The Commkion made certain progress in translating 
the Party resolution into a living component of Communist 
work and into a guide for o m  daily activities among the 
masses. The general policies set forth in the Party resolution 
have proved to be correct and eRective. 

A major field of operation for our Cownigsion was to guide 
Communist participation in the Mowring Freiheib, in the 
Morning Freiheir Amciation and in Jewish Life. Jewish 
Cohunists  were thereby enabled to make sigdlcant con- 
tributions to the buildmg of these progrmive organs and 
institutions, as well as to the struggle £or Jewish anti-fascist 
and anti-imperialist unity and to the defense of vital Jewish 
interests. 
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