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works Gorky wfes not S proletarian 
« sense in which this term U now 
e did not choose the factory worker 

He did not show the class struggle 
ly developing In Russia. He did 

on the class division of society. He 
... was sometiniH romantic. Sometimes hewae unduly 
*— sentiments 14 He often Idealised his hoboes, many 

Of whom irier became part at the Russian Black 
mI Hundred (aJ; Reactionary organisation formed dur

ing the revifiiitionary period of lS06-ll0g). He did 
not show exploitation ae it actually eristsd. He 
portrayed, for the most part, what la known In 
Marxian te&jlnology ae the LwmpenproUtariat In 
a sense, however, he eras approaching proletarian 
literature et*n in these early works. Hements of 
proletarian ijl^erature diffused in these early writ
ings certs.nly! justify his title ms the foi*runner and 
founder of Modern proletarian literature.
- Even idlj those early stories one can see the 
fighter agsjnst bourgeois society. Gorky’s hoboes 
ere a striking contrast to the stagnating peasants, 
to the naifow Philistines of the city, to beauty- 
loving but hgr row-minded and self-centered Intel
lectuals. Cfcfky’s hoboes are not proletarians, but 
they shake W hairy fist at the old structure of bour
geois civilisation. They have a magnificent dis
regard for jji^te and church. They are Individual
ists, no doubt. They try to assert their own indi- 

' virtuality at; the expense of others. They are not 
' gre a-social; In this respect they are 

of proletarians. But they Ignore 
up by property-owning society. They 
and they don’t care. They show 

be poor, hungry and happy; how one 
can be a vacant, a beggar, and still be s splendid 
specimen cl humanity; how one can be an outcast 
and at the; same time an intensely attractive crea
ture. The;; artistic discovery of a world teeming 
with humanity and not earing for either the ap
probation i# jthe criticism of “cultured society,’’ was
in itself dib^allenge.
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From the; Lower Depths

As GORH^ became one of the foremost writers, 
actually; jolting people out of their complacency, 

his biography became a matter of concern both to 
the critics jahd to the reading public at large. It 
developed the man Gorky had himself come 
from the 'Wer depths.” He was born to a paper- 
hanger ln;;l668 He lost his father at the age of

A Hlc rvs nfour and Ifsi mother at the age Of ten. He developed 
early a gigjejl for reading and what knowledge he 
afterward Required was all self-taught. From the 
age of tehfihe was successively an errand boy in a 
shoe store | a draftsman’s apprentice, a dishwasher 
on a Volgg Steamboat, a helper to his grandfather, 
charged With the worit of catching and selling 
birds; an;|e|Tand boy in an Ikon store, an Ikon 
painter’s apprentice, an extra man in a Nizhni 
Novgorod ialjow, an overseer at the rebuilding of 
some city llttiictures, a baker's helper at the muni
ficent saUftr' of three rubles s month, s janitor and 
gardener 4t :the estate of a general’s wife, a singer 
in a theatrical chorus, a baker’s helper again, etc. 
In 1887, allfhe age of nineteen, he was so sick and 
tired of Igkthat he attempted suicide. But there 
seemed uj; have been too much vitality in this 
young llorti! All this time he was voraciously read
ing whatever came into his hands.

At theijige of twenty he went to the city of 
Kasan, wfiith was distinguished by a university— 
one of t&4| very few under the Tsar. Here he be
came acquainted with a number of students and 
revolutionists, and this acquaintance gave him a 
new stimulus. If is here that he began to read 
fundamental works on the social problems: those 
of LavrovJ Chemlshevsky, Pisarev. Adam Smith and 
Capital by Marx. It was here that his revolutionary 
tendencies |ook shape. He even made an attempt 
to spread; revolutionary ideas among the peasants, 
going to of the villages in company with an old 
revolutiorgsi. The attempt failed and Gorky went 
back to fcljd city.

At th^jgge of twenty-one he resumes his wan
derings. m Is a fisherman’s helper on the shores 
of the C*£pi&n Sea, s night watchman in a railroad 
yard, a rjdiroad overseer and checkwelghman. He 
finally refe^ns to Nizhni Novgorod where he finds 
work in t|ie| office of a liberal lawyer. His employer 
is friendly |o him and introduce* him to a number 
of radicals and revolutionists. In 1890 he becomes 
acquaint!^ iwlth Korolenko. In the spring of 1881 
he Is agtiq seised with the wanderlust. He goes 
down the^olga to the Caspian Sea, he crosses the 
Don region, the Ukraine, Bessarabia, he tramps 
from Odf ' to Tlflls in the Caucasus. Here he 

jttance to revolutionary and literary 
'in a Tiflis paper he publishes his first

Chodra.
career is successful from the very 

beginning,; ] He is recognised as an original writer 
of great labilities. He is encouraged by men like 
Korolenkwl The period between 1892 and 1886 he 
spends af: Nizhni Novgorod and Samara where he 
dees sl5oi * great deal of newspaper work. In 1886 
he is stricken with tuberculosis and has to go to 
the Crht^q for a cure. Since then, for thirty-six 
years, ha; has been suffering from this malady, and 
If he h||i not succumbed to it, if he was capable 
of developing an immense literary activity, it was 
due to h|s .powerful constitution. Even now, at the 
age of *(fcjy-four, he looks strong and hale.

Only lilt 1609 did he arrive in Petersburg, the 
ns tlona)!i Revolutionary and literary center. The 

tion of his stories, in two volumes, sp- 
the second collection. In six volumes, 

in 1903.1 p 4*ter this numerous editions of his works 
appeared! pcx only in Russian but in translations 
into eviQbl language.
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All (J.S.S.R. Mourns Maxim Gorky
Will Receive Greatest Honor Ever Accorded a Writer

By Sender Garlin
(SrccUl to tk, Dkltr Warkw)

MOSCOW (By Cable), June 19.- 
Moecow and the entire Soviet Union 
are in mourning for Maxim Gorky.

A shadow has fsllen over the fes
tive red capital. Moscow is drenched 
in brilliant sunshine but the hearts 
of millions are sad because their 
Maxim Gorky is dead.

In the Hall of Columns in the 
Moscow House of Trade Unions. I 
saw for the first time the face of 
Maxim Gorky as he lay in state. 
His coffin rested on a mound of 
flowers and wreaths sent by workers 
who loved him as they loved the 
proletarian characters in his power
ful novels and stories.

A guard of honor stood at atten
tion. Gazing intently at the face of 
their dead friend, thousands of 
worlters, Red Army men, teachers, 
students—-men, women, and children 
—paid their last tribute to the 
greatest writer of contemporary 
times.

Men and women, many of them 
carrying infants on their arms, wept 
softly as they passed the bier. Sub
dued strains of Chopin's Funeral 
March could barely be heard.

Here it was that the masses viewed 
for the last time the faces of Lenin 
in 1924 and of Kirov two years ago.

ALL the streets leading to the Hall 
of Columns are crowded with 

people making their way to the 
building where Gorky lies in state. 
Slowly—for the crowds sre dense— 
they trudge along lh the heat of a 
Moscow June.

As they pass through the solemn 
hall and Into the streets, new thou
sands enter, and, as I write, the 
street is still black w$th sad-eyed 
men and women on their way to 
honor the beloved Alexei Maxim
ovich, as they familiarly called him.

At scores of shops and factories 
workers held memorial meetings to
day where they spoke of their deep 
loas. They related how Gorky had 
taught them to hate the old world 
and to fight for the new, and many 
of the workers gave personal rem
iniscences.

At the Red Square 'tomorrow, 
Gorky will be buried with such 
honors as no ether author in world 
history has ever received, for he 
was a writer whoee voice awakened 
the conscience of the best spirits of 
the entire world, of the best and 
most honest' intellectuals of East 
and West.

yESTERDAY was the day of rest 
I —called—called the “free day"—so only 
Pravda, organ of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, appeared 
this morning but the entire Issue 
was devoted to Gorky’s death. Its 
front page was surrounded by * 
heavy black border while* a recent 
photograph of Gorky occupied a 
fourth of a page.

Its leading editorial Is a magnifi
cent tribute to Gorky and his work. 
Pravda writas:

“At the borderline between two 
eras of mankind—the twilight of 
capitalism and the dawn of Com
munism—this great son of the 
great Russian people lived, cre
ated. fought, suffered, loved 
warmly and hated passionately.

“Gorky Was a brilliant literary 
artist. Images moulded In his 
books. In his songs, reached, and 
still reach, the very depths of 
feeling and consciousness of tens 
of millions of people.

“He had the penetrating eagle 
eye which history gives to artists 
once In a century. His language 
and his works were as simple and 
popular as possible for a writer 
chosen by history,

“He could see splendidly and 
generalise in simple, artistic forms, 
transmitting what he saw to the 
masees of people in such a way as

to inflame their love and hatred 
for the protagonists of his works.

“Gorky, the great artist of the 
proletariat, was able better than 
anyone else to show in artistic 
images how the soul of the tolling 
man Is crushed and scorned under 
capitalism and shines brilliantly 
after the overthrow of the system 
of exploitation.

“Gorky’s hatred for this system 
has the gigantic force of dyna
mite which blows up the old world 
violence, oppression, loathsome
ness, filth, greed and the grey- 
neas of the bourgeois 'respecta
bility’ of life.

“Every line of his songs, stories, 
eaaayt, novels and tales and arti
cles breathes with the noble fire 
of revolutionary action. Not for 
nothing did he link his whole life 
with Bolshevism, and was a close 
friend of Lenin and Stalin. Lenin 
wrote that ’Gorky undoubtedly 
was the greatest representative of 
proletarian art,* who ‘by his great 
artistic works linked himself In
dissolubly with the workers' move
ment of Russia and of the whole 
world.’

‘The qparks of Bolshevism and 
the great ideas of Lenin and 
Stalin nurtured the tremendous 
artistic talent of the storm bird of 
the Socialist revolution. Gorky 
was the flaming storm bird of the 
proletariat, always an active 
fighter for the victory of Commu
nism. ,

“He was the eegle of the Bol
shevik revolution, and with fierce 
hatred despised and hated the 
vipers of Menahevtsm and other 
species of bourgeois liberalism.

“During the years when the 
Menshevik vipers, hiding from the 
storm *ind dangers of the revolu
tion, hissed repeatedly that ‘we 
should not have taken up arms,’ 
Gorky wrote and transported Bol
shevik leaflets, worked on Bolshe
vik newspapers, and organized 
meeting places for Party workers. 
Frequently he fell into the hands 
of gendarmes.

“The victory of the Socialist 
revolution in the UBBJl. gave a 
new impulse to the development 
of Gorky's rich talents. Being a 
great master of culture himself, 
he raised his voice to the intel
lectuals of the entire world, point
ing out that the only honest path 
leads to the path of socialism 
taken by the workers of the 
USSR.

“Surrounded by the love of the 
whole Soviet people, and of all 
tollers whose firm friend he was. 
Gorky remained until his last 
breath a fiery and faithful warrior 
for the cause of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin, a warrior for 
Communism and a creator of 
many immortal literary monu
ments of our era.

“For many centuries there will 
blase In words of fire In the 
memories of the tollers, and of 
all mankind, the name of the 
great Russian writer, a supreme 
artist with words, friend of the 
toilers and fighter for the victory 
of Communism, Comrade Alexei 
Maximovich Gorky.”
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ALEXEI MAXIMOVITCH CORKV

llshed his novelette “Chelkash,” and 
three years later his early works: 
made their appearance In book 
form.

By the turn of the century Gorky ! 
was already widely known and loved 
for his great artistry and for his 
espousal of the cause of those op
pressed by Csarism.

The year 1901 found him In close 
contact with the active leaders of 
the Russian Social Democratic 
Party, then gathered around the 
fighting paper “Iskra,” which, un
der Lenin’s leadership, played such 
a decisive part In the history of the 
Social Democratic Party and later 
the Bolshevik Party.

Gorky told friends and doctors, “I 
must write four more books, one 
book every two years; then I may 
die without regrets.’*

Among his unfinished projects

rORKY was familiar with the in- I 
U side of Russian Czarlst jails. He; 
was imprisoned for three months In 
the fortress of Peter and Paul for' 
having written a manifesto in con
nection with the events of Janu
ary, 1905, when hundreds were 
mowed down by gunfire before the 
Winter Palace.

In 1906 the Bolshevik Party sent; 
him to America, with the view of 
utilizing his great agitational pow
ers to gather funds for the Rus- | 
sian Revolutionary movement. It 
was during this trip that Gorky 
wrote his best known work, 
"Mother,” where for the first time j 
in literature Is drawn the full-1 
length portrait of a Bolshevik 
worker.

The following year he went abroad 
and remained in Europe until 1913. | 
In 1907 Gorky was a delegate to; 

1 the convention of the Bolsheviks in 
^London. While abroad he col-1 
| laborated actively with the Bol- j 
| shevlks.
) Tuberculosis compelled him to go 
to Italy, and he lived on the Island 
of Capri for many years. In 1915

was “One Day In the World," which j letters of Gorky, Including as mem- 
was to be & history of the world, bers A. S. Bubnov, People's Com- 
on September 27, 1935. | missar of Education and Stetsky,

At the same time the Central ^ founded the paper “Lyetopsis,’ 
Committee of the C. P. S. U. and which took an anti-militarist and 
the Council of People's Commissars; internationalist position against the j
selected a commission to act as lit- _ . __ ,I The revolution found Gorky in1 
erary executors of the works and Russia. He did not accept the1

great proletarian revolution at once. | 
but already In the second half of |
1918 he. swung enthusiastically into 
the work of cultural activity in the |

representing the Central Executive! young Soviet Republic.
On Lenin’s insistence, Gorky left i 

Soviet Russia in 1921 to regain his' 
shattered health. He returned to j 
Capri,, Italy, where he remained 
until 1928. During this period Gorky 
reconsidered many of his previous 
views regarding the Bolshevik revo
lution, and in numerous European 
journals he vigorously attacked the 
white-guard slanderers of the So-

pRAVDA also publishes numerous 
* condolences and reminiscences 
of Gorky from the League of Soviet 
Writers, of which Gorky was presi
dent; Georgi Dimitroff, secretary of 
the Communist International; Krup
skaya, widow of Lenin; A. P. Kar
pinsky, president of the Soviet 
Academy of Science; Remain Rol- 
land, H. O. Wells, as well as numer
ous Soviet writers.

In an eloquent tribute to Gorky, 
Michael Koltsov of the Pravda staff, 
and oo-worker with Gorky, reveals 
that the latter planned to write at 
least four more books, one every two 
years.

Koltsov reports that this Spring

CORKY died yesterday after phy- j Committee of the Communist Party.
scians had battled for eighteen, ' • • •

days to save him. The famous; /iqrKY'S whole life was one of 
author was stricken on June 1 with ; \j struggles and form the earliest 
influenza, with ensuing complica- childhood he Identified himself with 
tions of catarrh of the lungs and ^e cause of the struggling prole- 
of weakened heart activity. ; tariat. He was an intimate friend

For years Gorky had suffered 0f Lenin
from tuberculosis, but nevertheless; His wor)c was known to mii_ 
he continued to carry on his work Uonj5 not on]y ln the Soviet Union j viei UnkTn 
as one of the leading figures In So-1 but throughout the world. Even ,
cialtst construction In the Soviet bcfore tho revolution he was the! . ..
Union, particularly in the sphere of hest-known contemporary Russian i WHtfNo ^ ^ he ^ame to the
culture, and as a vigorous fighter j writer. He was the leader of the1 " ® ® the occasion of
against fascism. Soviet writers and strongly Influ- hl8l slxti*1^. birthday Gorky as a

The Central Committee of the enced the entire generation of r^\re^tlona!pra
Communist Party of the Soviet younfr wr1tcrs, dramatists and poets.
Union and the Council of People's i oorky was bom March 18. 18«8, in 1 fhi.
Commissars of the U.8.S.R. last Nlzhnl Novg0rod on the Volga. »i n
night issued the following state- clty which has slnce been renamed j ln con-
me“The Central Committee of the i 111 honor. His first job, at^be gince that time he added several
CommnnL^t PartVT t^ Soviet ?*! °f ^ t fh°* ^ outstanding dramatic works to his
c ommunist Party or the soviet Later, as a kitchen helper on a I ^nt-rihnHnnc in theUnion and the Council of People's VollIa ho-, he learned to wad from 0rl, cra^butlons In the
Tommlnur. ef lh. CnHet ITnlnn V°iga i.’ 1C Q 10 rCBU ir°m nOVCl SHd the Short StOry. He alSO

bt»t...........  .... wielded hie pen In behaif of the
announce with deepest sorrow the 
death of the great Russian writer, 
literary genius, steadfast friend of 
the toiling masses, fighter for the 
victory of Communism, Comrade 
Alexander Maxim Gorky, who 
died in Gorky near Moscow on 
June 18, 1936.” .
Gorky will be given a state fu

neral on Saturday at 6 p. m. in the 
Red Square, where the greatest 
fighters of the cause of the world 
proletariat lie buried..

The Soviet government last night 
named a commission to take charge 
of the funeral arrangements. It 
consisted of A. Bulganin, President 
of the Moscow Soviet, as chairman 
the famous Soviet writer, Alexei 
Tolstoy, G. N. Kaminsky, Commis
sar of People's Health and Khru- 
chev, secretary of the Moscow 
Party committee.

At the age of fifteen he had al
ready read Pushkin, Lermontov and 
other Russian classics. In 1884 at 
the age of sixteen, he went to Kazan 
where he tried unsuccessfully to 
enter school. Young Gorky then got 
a job as a longshoreman, later 
working as a baker’s helper.

Then came his vagabond years, 
which he has so vividly described in 
his autobiography when he roamed 
about Russia, wandering through 
the Ukraine, the Caucasus and other 
sections of the country.

Shortly afterward he worked in 
railway shops in Tiflis, where he 
made the acquaintance of a revolu
tionary exile who suggested that 
young Gorky become a writer. In 
1892 his first short story appeared 
in the newspaper "Caucasus.” In 
1895 the famous Russian literary 
journal “Russoye Bogatsue” pub-

Scottsboro boys, Dimitrov, Thael- 
man and others. In these Impas
sioned appeals Gorky’s voice was 
the voice of one who spoke on be
half of the proletariat of the Soviet 
Union and of the entire world for 
the victory of Communism.

At the Fifth Congress of Soviets 
Gorky was elected a member of the 
Central Executive Committee of the 
U. S. 8. R. In this office and as 
President of the Union of Soviet 
Writers, he devoted himself to de
veloping Soviet literature worthy of 
the great epoch which commenced 
with the proletarian revolution.

It would be difficult to add to 
Lenin’s characterization of Gorky 
when he declared that “Comrade 
Gorky has by his great works of 
art linked himself indissolubly with 
the workers’ movement of Russia 
and of the entire world.”

Questions
and

Answers
The Labor Zionist press and Rev. 

Israels, speaking over Station WEVD, say that tha 
French Communist Party has repudiated the policy 
of tha Communists in Palestine. Is this true?—J.
o, d. r.

Answer: No, all Communist Parties and tha 
Communist International completely support tha 
policy of the Communist Party of Palestine.

The statements deferred to In the question ap» 
pear to be based on a statement of the Jewish Bu
reau of the Central Committee of the French Com
munist Party, made some months ago in connection 
with a single badly worded and politically incorrect 
leaflet issued In the name of the Communist Party 
in Palestine.

This leaflet was Immediately withdrawn by tha 
C. P. of Palestine, which issued a second one ac
knowledging the errors of the first. The Commu
nist Party never tries to cover up Its mistakes, and 
the C. P, of Palestine took the lead In repudiating 
the formulations of the leaflet, precisely because 
they did not represent the policy of the Communist 
Party*

The Communist press of many countries, includ
ing the United States and France, reported tha 
whole incident as soon as the facts were learned.

The Communist Party of Palestine, composed of 
Jews and Arabs, cannot of course be opposed to tha 
Jews on any grounds. It declares that the only 
salvation of the Jewish and Arab masses of Pales
tine lies in united struggle against British imperial
ism and Its Zionist agency, and Xgainst the Arab 
landlords (effendls), for a free Palestine governed 
by the workers and farmers, with full national rights 
for the Jewish minority.

A eompr*h*n*1ve statement of the Communist Party's po
sition on Palestine will be found in two pamphlets. Zionism 
Today, and Palestine, the Communist Position, both by Paul 
Noriek, published by the Jewish bureau of the Communist 
Party-, tho first at S cents, the second at 10 cents, and ob
tainable at* all People's Bookshops or direct from Workers 
Library Publishers, P. O. Box US, Station D. New Tork City.

LIFE and 
LITERATURE

rtAT was the main keynote sounded at our mag
nificent New York District convention? Edu
cation! Education and more education! Not only 

in the words of our beloved leaders, Browder, Amter, 
Ford, Krumbein, but also In every speech made by 
splendid rank and file fighters who took the plat
form, we heard the cry for education, for develop
ing new and more and better leaders, for raising 
the political understanding of our whole member
ship in order to be in a better position to lead the 
workers In the struggle against the decaying old 
world.

A Worker Speaks
profoundly moving were the words of our 

dock-walloping, longshore delegate, Nick, when 
he said, “Jesus, I wish I had the time to learn, 
to study. "But what the hell! I’ve got my job. I’ve 
got a wife and two kids. I’ve got my union, and 
we've got a big fight ahead of us In the union. I 
Just ain’t got the time to learn.” ■ -

But working class leaders like our Comrade Nick 
must study. We must make it possible not only 
for him but for the thousands like him to learn 
the revolutionary t program and position of our 
Party on every question that confronts the toiling 
people of America. Particularly In the coming 
period, every Party member must make a firm re
solve to study, to read, to give part of every day 
to reading our theoretical literature and Party pub
lications, such as The Communist, the Communist 
International, Party Organizer and International 
Frees Correspondence. We must read the Dally 
Worker. We must attend classes or study circles.

New Jersey’s Picnic!

MORE than 3,500 people attended the picnic ar- 
ranged by the Communist Party of New Jersey, 

and our comrades on the other side of the Hudson 
showed that they were highly alert to the Impor
tance of literature on this festive occasion. First 
it was agreed that only literature was to be raffled 
on the picnic grounds. A booth was set up on the 
grounds, which contained a copy of practically 
every book and pamphlet in the regular Workers’ 
Bookstore. Five comrades were assigned to carry 
sandwich signs on which copies of pamphlets were 
pasted with the announcement that these were on 
sale at the booth. These comrades constantly 
strolled among the crowd so that everyone knew 
about the literature. The result was that over 835 
clean profit was taken in. Congratulations, New 
Jersey! Keep up the good work.

Said Our Leader, Stalin—
"Theory becomes immaterial if it is not con

nected with revolutionary practice. Just as prac
tice gropes in the dark if its path is not illumi
nated by revolutionary theory.”

NEW FILMS

Years and Sobt
SINS O’ MAN, a 30th Century Pro

duction: presented by Joseph M. 
Schenck; directed by Otto Brower 
and Gregory Ratoff. Starring 
Jean Heraholt, with Don Ameche, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Allen Jen- 

, kins end Ann Shoemaker fea
tured. At Radio City Music Hall. 

By MILTON LVBAN 
TAKING the story of Job and his 
■ woes as the central theme. 
“Bins of Mao” starts on a sobbing 
note and continue* its teer-jerking 
course through a fairly Interesting, 
though obvious, picture set apart by 
some superlative acting. Jean Her- 

gf the modern Job, doee an 
i portrayal of the beloved 
who, in order, has his 
sen bom deaf, loses his 

wife, then his older son and, for 
twenty yean, his younger son. His 
faith in God remaining unshaken 
through all this, he is then re
warded by being united with his 
younger offspring, miraculously 
cured and conducting a world- 
famous symphony orchestra—under 
a different name of course so

his father can't find him until the 
end of the picture.

Probably unintentionally, “Sins of 
Man” drives home a pointed lecture 
on the attitude of the Church to
ward progress of a scientific or 
sociological nature. Heraholt’s son, 
played by Don Ameche, is inter
ested in aeronautics, much to the 
horror of Heraholt who believes 
science and Inventions are unholy. 
The Incessant wrangling on the 
matter between father and son fi
nally drives- Ameche away from 
home to America where he-is killed 
when his plane crashes during a 
trial flight. ., t

A week later Henholt, who had, 
after two years. Anally reconciled 
himself to the sacrilege of aviation 
and come to America to Join 
Amechr, is informed that hie native 
village has been bombed by Italian 
troops shortly after the outbreak of 
the World War. His younger eon 
and two beet friends are among 
those reported killed or missing. 
Heartbroken, he strays into a 
church where a sermon on the trib
ulations of Job is going on. Being 
told to continue having faith in the 
divine Wisdom which has taken hie 
sons and home from him, Heraholt 
is quickly consoled and the. scene 
fades with a beatific smile on his 
lace. You can draw your own moral 
from this

Twentieth Century has wisely 
drawn on Broadway for a goodly 
part of its cast. J. Edward Brom
berg, as Hersholt's bosom friend, 
does an excellent job in a part 
rather foolishly small for a man 
who has established himself in the 
Group Theatre plays as one- of the 
theatre’s most capable actors. Ann 
Shoemaker, as Bromberg’s wife, 
doee right by Broadway’s reputa
tion, as does John Miltern,-another 
Broadway standby, in a microscopic 
part. A new screen- personality. 
Don Ameche, Is also introduced, in 
a dual role.. Ameche la a hand* 
some looking chap with personality 
and acting skill. A lot more will 
be heard of him in the future.

Another edition of the March of 
Time is also on the program. This 
one deals with the problable restora
tion of the Hapeburgs on the throne 
of Austria and waxes eulogistic on 
the glory that was Hapsburg. An
other topic deals with the Juvenile 
criminals of today, sensibly pointing 
out the not original idea that the 
time to catch them Is when they’re 
young (but what can capitalist so
ciety do for them, young or older?). 
The last topic is an amusing version 
of the fight between Dallas and 
Fort Worth to capture * the most 
bathing beauties for Texas’ celebra
tion of its Independence from Mex- 

iko

MUSIC

Negro Songs of Protest
By M. M.

AN WEDNESDAY evening, the 
^ American Music League pre

sented 'William Bowers, Negro bari
tone, and Harrison Wall Johnson, 
pianist, in a concert at SUinway 
Hall. Interest focussed upon the 
singing of a group of Negro Songs 
of Protest from the collection of 
Lawrence Oellert, and Johnson’s 
setting of Langston Hughes’s “Bal
lad of Osle Powell.” Carroll Hoi- 
Uatsr was an indispensable accom
panist.

The Bongs of Protest proved stir
ring indeed, with vivid Imagery and 
Incisive musical sentences insepa
rably one. The arangements for 
voice and piano by EUe Blegmrlster 
were wholly effective, and consider
able credit la due Siegmeister for 
his contribution in a field where 
then |s no tradition, but bed ex
ample. The accompaniments avoid 
the succulent hymn-harmonies that 
usually serve - to support spirituals. 
They avoid the familiar “popular 
Negro” style and the muddy, watery 
urbane style. It Is the mlifWtlWg

of accompaniments to Invariably 
alter a melody, but the present ac
companiments have no life In them
selves, Imply nothing In themselves. 
It was Siegmeister who set down 
the melodies from their original 
recorded versions (even indicating 
as nearly as our notation allows, 
quarter tones, slides, indefinite 
pitches, etc.), and his piano accom
paniments were conceived strictly 
in terms of each song’s work source 
and consequent rhythm. Their ef
fect is peculiarly emphatic and per
cussive, and there is never a stale 
or associative ring. Omit the ac
companiment, and the songs un
dergo no essential alteration.

Bowers sang the songs eloquently 
and movingly. His singing of the 
“Ballad of Ode PoPweU” was as su
perbly projected as on the occasion 
of his first public performance of 
it at the recent Spring Festival of 
the Music Lesgue.

PRIZE SUGGESTION OF THE WEEK 
H. Wilson. Section 18, writes: "I am a Dally 

Worker director. But in making the rounds of 
my news stands I found out that many news
dealers who are sympathetic to our Party would 
bo glad to carry some of our pamphlets. We are 
going to start with A LABOR PARTY FOR THE 
UNITED STATES, and If It goes we wlU add other 
titles. I past on the suggestion In case some other 
Section would like to try It.”
Send your ideas and suggestions to The Editor. 

Life and Literature. P. O. Box 148, Station D. 
N.Y.C. This is your column. Use it!

Soviet Short Wave

Composer^ Concert

ORIGINAL compositions by mem
bers of the Compoeers' Forum of 

the American Music Alliance will 
be heard tomorrow evening at the 
Alliance’s auditorium, 11(1 West 54th 
Street. Among the composers rep
resented are Harold Brown. Ken
neth Hunter. Mark Severn cad Bol
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