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Ghetto 
T

HE. Pa!t..-stinc refugl'P cnmp 1\ahcr
el Bared (Cold River) appra,s

pressed between tJ1c: sharp mountain 
spurs that surround the cily of Tripoli, 
a h11ndn,d kilometers north of Beirut, 
and the tcmpestuom and turbulent sea 
tha. breaks against the coast. 

This encampmcut "as establishrd 
shortly after the fir�t Ar11b-Pale•ainP
fsraP.li war of 1948, anti 23 years .latPr, 
in th!' san1e a1nouut of land cove1·ing
:iOO m:i. it she.Item l fl 000 rcfuge1:s . .'\ 
representation o[ the. Populai'• Front 
fo1 thf' T.i�wration of Palestine in the 
camp welcomes us and jnvitc� rn to 
e.nLf'i· a small wooden shcltC'r 1Jai11Ll'J 
blur wi1h :.i -.inc roof, 'built right on the 
sand�· hracb ( there is nc more land to 
be 11�ed) which is both -tht' m<'diral 
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dispensary and the center of political 
discussions. 

"We can't expand to the left nor to 
the right nor backwards. The only 
thing left is the sea," Abu Mustafa; 
one of the military and political com
missars of the Front points ·out with 
an indescribable smile. Abu Taha and 
a third person called Mayed accompany 
him. On the shelves all around the 
shelter, there are vials of medicine for 
the communal 1J11e of the camp. 

Inspecting the site, our conversation 
alternated with the sound of the buf
feting waves breaking against the ce-

.,. ment breakwater constructed on the 
coast to lessen their fury. A dialogue 
that can be picked up in any of the 
Palestine encampments as a universal 
model and applicable anywhere with 
simple changes of place and name. The 
aid they receive from the United 
Nations relief agency, divided by the 
numbers of people, would not be more 
than the equivalent of a dollar a 
month. Unemployment among the re£-
-ugees is higher than 30% of the
potentially active work force. A good
number of them off er themselves for
work on the lands of neighboring Le
banese owners as eventual· agricu1tura1
day workers, for two or three pounds
a day (a dollar equals three pounds
and 25 piastras) for ten hours of work.
Appro�imately 10% - a few profes
sionals

1 
professors and specialists -

work in various services of the United
Nations relief agency and earn the
equivalent of about a hundred dollars
a month. This is one of the few op
portunities for some Palestinians in the
camps with a certain level of training
or capacity, to be relatively well paid.



The Le.banese Government does not 
grant tlir.m equal social rights with the 
natives, since. they cannot be con
tracted by pub] ic organizal'ions. 

"Some 99% of the Palestine refugees 
are JX>o1·. What ideology meets the 
living conditions of the poor� Marx
ism-Le.ninism, which is onP of thr. 
ideologies the Front has adopted to 
pursue its political and military action," 
Ahn Mustafa tells us. 

The Arab );ationalisl Move.ment, 
of which the Liberation Front is the 
poEtical-militari' arm for the liber
ation of Palr.sline, arnse. in 1953, 
under tl1e kaclership of Dr. Georg-r 
Habash. In 1%7 a fusion Look place-. 
'l'hr Palestinf Lihcrntion front, led 
by Ahmed Yebren, and Heroes Re
turnee! joined the Front. Tn 1968 
the Palestine Liberation Front again 
decided to take a road of inclcpt:n
den t action. During the last Congress 
it hel<l in June 19i0

_. 
in Amman, j[ 

proclaimed Marxism-Leninism as 
tile official ideology of the organiza
tion and the name Arab :'\a tionalist 
Mo,·emrnt was replaced by the Arab 
Socialist Workfrs' Party. 

Its general lines can IJP defined in 
the following terms: 

I e To develop an inLPnsivc po
litic1.I activity among !hr workPrs. 

2 e In the first stage of the 
struggle, an alliance with the pt:tite 
bourgeoisie can offer advantages, 
but a strateg;ic alliance with this 
group is to be avoided. 

17 



18 

3 • To demonstrate to the "ele
ments afflicted with left infantilism" 
that · a nationalist movement· can 
become a Marxist-Leninist party 
because its people's base is the 
revolutionary workers, peasants, pro
fessors and students, and its leader
ship is capable of meeting its historic 
responsibility. 

Tea arrives as Abu goes on enu
merating on his fingers, the ene'(nies 
and friends of the Resistance. Among 
the former: "imperialism, Zionism, 
Israel and the reactionary Arab 
governments.'·' Among the latter: 

The Arab national governments 
with whom we .can have points of 
coincidence and discrepan-cics, de
pending on specific- conditions and 
circumstances ( for example, frictiom 
arose over the acceptance of the 
Rogers Plan). The Arab peoples, 
the peasants and workers throughout 
the Arab world; the communist par
ties in the Arab world who wish to 
fight Zionism and Israel with arms 
in hand; the socialist and left par
ties of the world ( international 
friends). 

How would we define the strategy 
t>f the Front? "In the present stage, 
it is necessary for our combatants to 
know how to hand le the rifle with 
their hands and the broadest concepts 
of Marxism-Leninism with their 
heads," Mayed says, and after a brief 
pause

J 
he adds: 

There's no \Vatcr in the camp? 
The Front must be there to aid and 
resolve this ptoblern. The same thing 
with education, illiteracy, social, me
dical and communal services. And 



we can go beyond that. Our aid and 
collaboration arc not limited to the 
refugee camps but take place among 
peasants and neighboring Lebanese 
villages. Our party works not only 
for the Palestine people but for all 
Arab peoples. 

Is there some type of \-v·omen ·s 
organization in the camp? 
"The Palestine women, principally 

the young ones, have been acquiring 
a consciousness of their social duties. 
Many of them function as nurses, social 
workers, work in communal textiJe 
factories, receive political and military 
l raining.''

And the schools ? 

"Three schools and 17 teachers for
3000 children."

They invite me to go through the
camp. The day has not brightened.
The zigzag central Janes are cement
pavecl, with a central canal so that
waste can run down to the sea.

At both extremes, like a thick bee
hive, rows and rows of small huts
conslructed with hricks, rocks, boards
or all of these materials, a little more
than a meter and a har'f square, with
mats on the floor for a mattress, a few
blankets, a large metal plate hung on
the \vall, the tea kettle. The meager
belongings of a people displaced for
23 vears. The lanes around the huts
are , not cemented and the water, far
from running, remains in stagnation.
The camp is very reminiscent of a
ghetto and a self-sufficient village.
Strict limits, public _baths, and a central
market where certain refugees, more
fortunate or more clever, rule over
groceries, vegetable stands, small wares,
meat, \Vi th the traditional beef or calf
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decapitated and hung by one of his 
rear hoofs at the entrance to the shop. 
During the trip we noticed the en
demtc illnesses in the camp: malnu
trition and parasitic infections. Fare
wells; good wishes, smiling, gt:sticulating 

children surrounding the car. The new 
Palestinian generation. The return to 
dignity or ._immolation. Then Cold 
River \Vil] be no more than that, and 
never again the name of [I. refugee 
camp. 


