
CONFERENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTIES 
OF THE CAPITALIST COUNTRIES OF EUROPE1A Conference of Communist Parties of the capitalist countries of 
Europe was held in London from Monday, January 11, to Wednes-| 
day, January 13, 1971.

The Conference was attended by delegates from the Communist 
Parties of the following fifteen countries: Austria, Belgium, Britain, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Greece,] [ 
Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden and Switz-j; 
erland. In addition, the Communist Parties of Cyprus, Luxembourg, 
Portugal, San Marino and West Berlin, which were unable to at
tend, indicated their support and interest in the Conference.

The purpose of the Conference was to discuss “the struggle of 
the working class of the capitalist countries of Europe in face of 
the development of international firms.”

The information presented and the extensive discussion which 
took place showed that the Communist Parties are aware of thef* 
extent of this development which is an expression of the inter-M 
nationalization of capitalist production in the conditions of mon-B 
opoly domination. All the delegates emphasized the threat which 
this involves to the interests and conditions of the working class § 
and other sections of the population, to national sovereignty and 
democracy and its development in each country. The delegations 
examined the new demands which stem from this for the fight 
against imperialism today.

The Conference was an expression of the solidarity of the Com
munist Parties and showed the value and necessity of following up 
contacts and discussions between parties of the different countries 
in order to exchange information and experiences for the purpose 
of concerting their actions. During the Conference it was noted that 
there is an awareness, and also some concrete experiences, among 
wide sections of the working class and democratic movement of the 
possibility and necessity of common action on these questions.

LONDON—13 January 1971

ids,The delegation of the Communist Party of the Netherlands, 
because of the conditions under which they had decided to particl- | 
pate in the Conference, did not associate themselves with the 
Communique, but will report the proceedings of the Conference : 
to their Central Committee.
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CONFERENCE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES 
OF JORDAN, SYRIA, IRAQ AND LEBANON

The Communist parties of Jordan, Syria. Iraq and Lebanon held a 
conference in mid-January to exchange views on crucial problems 
of the Arab countries before the termination of the ceasefire (on 
February 5).

Below we publish excerpts from the documents of the conference 
published by the Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar on January 17 
und 24, 1971.

FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE ARAB NATIONAL 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND THE PALESTINE RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENT! FOR VICTORY OVER OUR COMMON E N E M Y -  

IMPERIALISM, ZIONISM AND REACTION!

The conference heard and discussed reports by its participants and 
drew a number of conclusions. The most important of them is 
that the Arab national liberation movement is successfully resisting 
the offensive of imperialism and its frantic attacks to undermine 
progressive regimes in the Arab countries, create differences and 
cuuse a split in the national liberation movement as a whole and 
In its individual contingents, liquidate the Palestine resistance 
movement, undermine Arab-Soviet friendship and hamper the 
tconomic development of the progressive countries and social 
changes in them.

The participants in the conference noted that, though Right-wing 
trends have emerged in some progressive Arab countries and though 
the latter have to cope with internal differences and obstacles in 
their development, the Arab national liberation movement has suc
cessfully resisted the imperialist offensive and achieved certain 
luccesses, the main points of which are the following:

1) preservation of the progressive regimes in the UAR and Syria 
and the protection of their economic and social gains; new achieve
ments, above all the completion of the Aswan High Dam project 
In the UAR and the building of the Euphrates dam;

2) strengthening and expansion of the positions of progressive 
regimes in the Arab countries as a result of the victory of the 
revolution in Sudan, the liquidation of the monarchy in Libya and 
(he progressive development in South Yemen;

3) considerable strengthening of the UAR army, its greater com
bat preparedness and defense might, and enhanced combat ability 
of the Syrian army thanks to effective Soviet aid;
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4) expansion of cooperation between the progressive Arab re 
gimes in various spheres and, in particular, growing military ca 
operation between the UAR and Syria; the decision to set up a 
federation of four Arab states—the UAR, Sudan, Libya and Syria,; 
which is a positive step towards their unity. This decision may 
play an important role in the confrontation with the aggressor and 
in strengthening the positions of the progressive regimes, though 
the Federation is still in its initial stage;

5) strengthening of the relations of friendship and cooperation 
between the progressive Arab countries and the Soviet Union, whicl 
is giving to the Arab peoples decisive assistance in their fig] 
against imperialism and Zionism, for the liberation of the occupii 
Arab territories. The relations of friendship and cooperation an 
the political basis of the economic successes, achieved in particul; 
by the UAR and Syria;

6) the entry into the struggle of the Palestine resistance move* 
ment, that important contingent of the Arab national liberation! 
movement, a part of the world revolutionary movement and chamf 
pion of the interests of the Palestine people and their legitimate? 
right to return to their land and settle their own affairs themselvew

The successes of the Arab national liberation movement evoke 
rancor on the part of imperialism and Zionism, prompting them to 
redouble their conspiratorial machinations against the progressive 
Arab countries, the Palestine resistance movement and other con* 
tingents of the liberation movement. Imperialism and Zionism are 
seeking to exploit the contradictions in the relations between dif* 
ferent national forces, to deepen these contradictions, cause a split 
in their ranks and thep strike at these forces.

Imperialism is exploiting and trying to aggravate differences be
tween the different contingents of the national liberation movi 
ment, irrespective of whether these differences are the result 
its activity or reflect internal class contradictions. Imperialism ani 
reaction would also benefit from a split in the Arab Communi 
movement, a weakening of its unity and a split in each Coi 
munist Party.

The bloody campaign launched by Jordan’s reaction against t 
Palestine resistance movement, the Palestinians and the patriot., 
forces in Jordan, the events of last September and of the mor|- 
recent period are a continuation of the criminal activity in 11 
with the plans of imperialism and Zionism, directed at liquidating 
the resistance movement and the Palestinian problem as a who’

The Communists regard the problem of the Arab people of Pali 
stine as their own problem and are fighting for its solution join 
with the Palestinian people. In this fight against imperialism, Zioi 
ism and reaction they have the support of all the forces of fri 
dom and socialism, headed by the Soviet Union.
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The statement then points to the intensified flow of U.S. arms 
Into Israel and the Tel-Aviv government’s obstruction of the Jarring 
mission. It emphasizes that by its aggressive expansionist policy 
Israel continues to create a threat to peace in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. It is imperative, therefore, to force the 
Israeli government to withdraw its troops from the occupied ter
ritories.

Towards this end, it is essential:
1) to enhance the combat capacity of the Arab armies;
2) to establish an Eastern Front in order to force Israel to with

draw its troops from the occupied territories and to oppose its 
policy of expansion;

3) to intensify the activity of the Palestine resistance movement 
on the occupied territories and unite its organizations within the 
frumework of a single front on the basis of a joint-action pro
gram;

4) to enhance the economic might of the progressive Arab coun
tries, extend and deepen the progressive social changes in these 
countries;

5) to strengthen cooperation by progressive forces in the Arab 
i ountries, overcome the differences with a view to mobilizing 
hroud masses, consolidate the home front in each Arab country 
mid cut short any manifestation of anti-democratism and anti- 
i mnmunism.

The present complex conditions demand of the Communist par- 
of Jordan, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon ever closer cooperation 

iml joint decisions on various important problems.
The conference participants note the successes achieved by the 

IliUrnational Communist movement after the Moscow 1969 Meet
ing in cementing its unity and promoting cooperation with other 
Bill I Imperialist forces. These successes are evidence of the move
ment's heightened role and possibilities. They tilt the balance of 
World forces more and more in favor of the forces of freedom and 
iBcInllsm, fighting against imperialism and aggression, and are an 
Immense gain for the entire international revolutionary movement, 
ltd lading the Arab national liberation movement.

The conference participants hail the progress made by the 
■lovlot peoples under the leadership of the Party of the great Lenin 
In building the material and technical base of communism and, in

Crlieular, the fresh successes of the Soviet working people on 
I live of the 24th Congress of the CPSU, which will be an im- 

(MMimii landmark in the life of the entire Communist movement.

* * *

TN» Conference sent the following message to the CC CPSU:
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TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTI 
OF THE SOVIET UNION

Dear Comrades,
In connection with the completion of the Aswan High Dam pri 

ject in the UAR, we, representatives of the Communist parties of 
Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon convey to you our gratitude.

This important achievement has been made possible by the e; 
fective aid of the Soviet Union. Our parties and all Arab peopli 
highly appreciate this assistance in their struggle with chro 
backwardness and against the imperialist economic blockade, whii 
is designed to re-impose imperialist domination on our countrii

The heroic efforts of the Soviet people to harness nature for tl 
good of the population of an Arab country are the embodimei 
of Soviet-Arab friendship, of which the Aswan High Dam will 
an everlasting symbol.

The Arab peoples, supported by the Soviet Union at all stagi 
of the struggle against imperialism and Zionist aggression, ha' 
daily evidence of the magnitude and effectiveness of this assista: 
in the fight againŝ  the imperialist, Zionist conspiracy. They es] 
dally appreciate this assistance today, when Israel, supported b; 
U.S. imperialism, persists in its attempts to thwart all efforts to 
liquidate the consequences of the aggression and flouts the resold 
tion of the UN and Security Council on the withdrawal of th* 
aggressor troops from the occupied Arab territories.

The Aswan Dam is a legendary feat performed by the Egyptian 
people with the help of the Soviet Union, a symbol of Arab-Sovi<| 
friendship, manifested in the economic and cultural assistance an4 
in the strengthening of the defense capability of the Arab couiJ 
tries threatened by aggression.

We take this occasion to convey on behalf of millions of ouf 
fellow countrymen our deep gratitude to the CC CPSU, SovigI 
workers and engineers, who took part in the building of the Asw«j 
Dam, to the entire friendly Soviet people. Long live Arab-Sovl« 
friendship! Long live the Party of the great Lenin!

The conference adopted “The Statement in connection with tM 
destruction by Jordan’s reactionary regime of the Palestine reslf 
tance contingents,” which reads in part:

Jordanian reaction is continuing its criminal campaign agairufj 
the Palestine resistance movement with the aim of crushing i  
The war of destruction against the Palestine resistance movem#J| 
waged by Jordan’s reaction is part of the struggle of imperiall|jj| 
and Zionism against all contingents of the Arab anti-imperial®

national liberation movement. This attempt at liquidating one of 
the contingents of the Arab national liberation movement pursues 
I lie aim of creating the most favorable conditions for imposing im
perialist and Zionist terms on the Arab national liberation move
ment, for supporting Israel’s aggressive and expansionist position 
#nd liquidating the gains of the progressive regimes in the Arab 
countries.

The massacre unleashed by Jordanian reaction should also be 
•een as part of the imperialist attempts to split the national pro
gressive forces in the Arab countries and to plunge them into in
ternal strife. Imperialism and Zionism are seeking to prevent them 
from accomplishing their main objective—to liquidate the conse
quences of Israel’s aggression—and to impede the formation of 
the Eastern Front, weaken the positions of the United Arab Re- 
jmblic and block its struggle for the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
ii om all occupied territories.

The Communist parties call on all resistance contingents to unite 
llieir ranks, coordinate efforts, overcome differences the better to 
iMlst the reactionary imperialist offensive, to cement the unity of 
Itm fraternal Palestinian and Jordanian peoples and foil the plans 
(if reaction and imperialism to split their ranks.

The Communist parties urge all progressive forces of the world 
In extend solidarity to the Palestine resistance movement.

The Statement of the Arab Communist parties on repressions 
•gainst Communists and democrats in Iraq says in part:

The representatives of the fraternal parties of Jordan, Syria and 
lalmnon took note of the detailed information supplied by the 
Btfltral Committee of the Iraqi Communist Party on some aspects 
nf present developments in Iraq.

With reference to the persecution of Iraqi democrats and the 
(fr»*ts, torture and murder of Communists, the participants stated: 

These methods employed by the regime reveal a flagrant contra- 
lli'llon between the deeds of some Iraqi leaders and their assur- 
•lii m that they are ready to cooperate with all national progressive 
III lies and organizations and wish to form a national front with 
il«m,
F We demand complete and final discontinuation of such anti- 
Jbniiicratic methods and strict punishment for those who employ 
llinin We demand democratic liberties for the Iraqi Communist 
igfly und for all national and democratic parties and forces in Iraq. 
W» rnll on all national and progressive forces in the Arab countries 
Ml ihow solidarity with the people of Iraq in their fight for their 
(fMI goals.
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Iraq must embark on the path of democracy. Only in this way 
will it be possible to mobilize the energy of the Iraqi people for 
solving internal tasks. The most important of these is to carry 
into practice the agreement on the peaceful settlement of the Kur 
dish question, to settle the problem of Iraq’s participation in thr 
struggle of the Arab peoples to eliminate the consequences § 
Israel’s aggression, to give the Palestinian Arabs the right to r« 
turn to their land and settle their affairs themselves, to strength  ̂
independence, establish democracy and assure social progress.

ACTIVITIES OF THE PARTIES

USSR
In preparation for the 24th Party Congress, regional Party con

ferences were held in January and February to discuss fulfilment 
of the decisions of the 23rd Congress and CC Plenum. Special 
mress was laid on the selection, training and placing of personnel, 
Verification, and ideological and political education. Prominent in 
the discussions was mass participation of the working people in 
Socialist competition on the eve of the 24th Congress and for 
lliccessful fulfilment of the first year of the new five-year plan.

CANADA
January 7. William Kashtan, General Secretary of the CP of 

I'ttnada, exposing the real reasons behind the anti-Soviet campaign 
unleashed by Zionists in the United States and Canada, pointed to 
l lie link between this campaign and the increasingly aggressive 
policy followed by certain groups in the United States. Advocates 
Ilf the cold war, he said, are put off balance by the Soviet Union’s 
nrm policy of attaining a political solution in the Middle East on 
(he obligatory condition that Israel withdraw its troops from the 
Occupied territory.

BELGIUM
On January 8, the Belgian CP newspaper Drapeau Rouge pub- 

llllied preparatory documents for the 20th congress of the BCP 
due March 19-21, 1971. The documents, prepared by the CC BCP, 
Mnilst of four sections, titled: “Inflict Decisive Blows On Neo- 
l epltalism,” “New Conditions of Struggle for Workers’ Unity,” 
MPi)»ltion and Role of the BCP in the Belgian Workers’ Movement” 
uni "Political Action Fronts of the Communist Party.” Publication 
Uf these documents in the Drapeau Rouge opened the pre-congress 
dim ’ussion.

POLAND
In mid-January the PUWP district and city organizations held 

Miction conferences in many regions. The delegates assessed inner- 
flrty work, taking a critical approach to the methods and style of 
work in the period under review. Social and economic develop- 
Hi»lit problems of individual districts were discussed with due con-
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